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BASE STATION PHYSICIANS’ COMMITTEE MEETING 
Minutes 

Tuesday, March 18, 2008 
 
Members Present     Guests Present
 
Davis, M.D., Dan – UCSD/Mercy Air   Allington, R.N., Linda – Carlsbad Fire 
Dunford, M.D., Jim – City of San Diego   Anderson, R.N., Marilyn – Vista Fire 
Glasser, M.D., Judd – Tri-City    Bourdon, R.N., Darlene – Scripps Mercy 
Grad, M.D., Michele – Palomar/Pomerado   Broyles, R.N., Linda – AMR/RCCP 
Graydon, R.N., Cheryl – Palomar    Carlson, R.N., Sharon – Sharp Grossmont 
Kramer, M.D., Mark – Sharp Memorial   Cerrone, R.N., Sharon – Mercy Air 
Linnik, M.D., Bill – Sharp Grossmont   Dotson, R.N., Melody – UCSD 
MacPherson, Gary – Co. Paramedic Agencies Comm.  Fujie, Tyler – American Medical Response 
Madati, M.D., Jamil – Children’s    Howard, R.N., LuAnn – Scripps La Jolla 
Schwartz, M.D., Brad – American Medical Response  Kelly, R.N., Donna – UCSD ROC 
Stonecipher, R.N., Joanne – Southwestern College  Kusman, Travis – American Medical Response 
Zahller, M.D., Steve – Scripps Mercy   Lawrence, Blenna – UCSD 
       Majerczak, R.N., Karen – Tri-City 
County Staff Present     Marugg, Jim – S.D. Co. Paramedics’ Association 
       Meadows-Pitt, R.N., Mary – Sharp Grossmont 
Haynes, M.D., Bruce     Mottet, Mary – S.D. Medical Services Enterprise 
Pate, R.N., Rebecca     Ochs, R.N., Ginger – San Diego Fire Rescue 
Royer, R.N., Diane     Quinn, R.N., Michele – Children’s 
Stepanski, Barbara     Rosenberg, R.N., Linda – Sharp Memorial 
       Sallee, M.D., Don – Naval Medical Center San Diego 
Recorder      Scott, Chris – North County Fire 
       Seabloom, R.N., Lynne – Oceanside Fire 
Rupp, Merle      Steen, R.N., Pam – Mercy Air 
       Tantama, Steve – Naval Medical Center San Diego 
       Vivieros, R.N., Dinarte – Children’s 
       Workman, R.N., Debi – Palomar College  
        
I. INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Judd Glasser, M.D., Chair, brought the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.  Attendees 
introduced themselves.   
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II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 
MOTION made by Jim Dunford, M.D., Seconded by Michele Grad, M.D., to approve 
the Minutes of February 19, 2008 as submitted.  MOTION carried. 

 
III. MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT  (Bruce Haynes, M.D.) 
 

New EMS Chief Appointment:  Marcy Metz, R.N., has been officially appointed as the 
Chief of EMS.  Ms. Metz previously worked for Scripps Health including time as 
Director of Emergency Services and Critical Care Services.  Congratulations to her. 
 
EMS Retirement:  Barbara Byous, Administrative Secretary for EMS for many years, 
retires March 19, 2008.  Interviews are currently being conducted for her replacement.   
 
New EMS Hire:  Pauline Thomas, R.N., has been hired at EMS to work in the disaster 
section with facilities, including hospitals and skilled nursing facilities.  Ms. Thomas 
comes to EMS from Paradise Valley Hospital.   
 
Bypass Issues:  The prehospital system has been busy.  There were fewer transports in 
February, 2008, but the number of calls to bases in the last few weeks has risen.  The 
issue has been brought to the attention of hospital chief executive officers. 
 
Rapid HIV Testing:  A survey was done recently on hospital emergency departments to 
ascertain whether or not they had Rapid HIV Testing.  All the hospitals except for three 
do have that capability.  Discussions with those three hospitals continue.   
 
Infectious Disease:  EMS staff met with the Public Health Laboratory and the Medical 
Examiner’s Office to streamline specimen collection and testing for exposures when 
patients die in the field.  Providers will be informed as this develops. 
 
STEMI Update:  The door-to-balloon times continue to be excellent for activated 
patients. Quality EKG’s are important to avoid false positives. 

 
IV. BASE HOSPITAL NURSE COORDINATOR’S REPORT   (Cheryl Graydon, R.N.) 
 

The BHNC’s will be presenting the 2007 Pediatric CPR and Use of I/O Summary at the 
PAC meeting to follow BSPC this date.  Two additional audits will be presented within 
the next six months. 

 
V. ROC (Resuscitation Outcomes Consortium) Update (Dan Davis, M.D.)  

 
As reported last month, the City of San Diego has joined the ROC Program and efforts 
are being made to bring them up to speed with the Hypertonic Saline Study.  It is 
appreciated if the MICN’s and other agency personnel keep the study in mind when 
evaluating patients.  Blenna Lawrence was introduced and will be assisting with ROC.  
Dr. Davis added that he wanted to sit down with Dr. Haynes and Ms. Metz to keep the 
County in the middle of the program and to make sure ROC stays within the content with 
the County and the protocols.   
 
 
The Cardiac Arrest Study continues working with agencies on an individual basis.  The 
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data is retrieved through patient care records.  The group is waiting for the FDA to 
approve its’ packet. 

 
VI. PROTOCOL REVISIONS  (S-123, S-134, S-136 and S-142) 
 
 The protocols were reviewed and minor revisions were suggested. 
 

Trauma Decision Tree Algorithm:  This draft was distributed which came out of the 
Medical Audit Committee (MAC) the previous day.  Dr. Haynes requested attendees to 
review the draft and compare it to the current policy for trauma triage.  ACTION:  Please 
send any comments to Dr. Haynes or Rebecca Pate, R.N., County EMS.  

  
VII. HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THREATS  (HACOT)  

 (Linda Rosenberg, R.N.) 
 
 HACOT is meeting tomorrow (March 18, 2008) and meets quarterly now.  
 
VIII. SAN DIEGO HEALTHCARE DISASTER COUNCIL
  (Linda Rosenberg, R.N.) 
  

One main focus of the Council has been to focus on the grant requirements and 
deliverables in finishing the HPP (Healthcare Preparedness Program)Year Six grant to 
obtain monies from the State for hospitals.   
 
The Council is planning for a spring drill in May with the County Public Health 
Laboratory and hospital laboratories participating to check whether or not they can 
process large volumes of different cultures.  The Golden Guardian earthquake drill is 
scheduled for November, 2008.     
 

IX. ITEMS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION
 

At the last PAC meeting of February 19, 2008, there was discussion of a particular 
pediatric case regarding whether or not a capnometry can be verified.  Steve Zahller, 
M.D. was to be sent comments from attendees at that meeting and then would relay those 
comments to Jamil Madati, M.D., Children’s Hospital for review.  ACTION:  Place on 
BSPC agenda for April 15, 2008.   

 
Dr. Dunford announced that a CARES Initiative program from the CDC for cardiac arrest 
would like to come to San Diego in the future to implement their program.  EMS agencies 
would send a message to every hospital that has a cardiac arrest and basically report 
whether the patient lived or died so that communities could understand what their cardiac 
arrest survival rate is.  A stakeholders meeting was suggested. 
 
The County Paramedics’ Agencies Committee and other personnel have been reviewing 
various vendors for CPAP (Continuous Positive Air Pressure) devices.  A meeting will be 
held at AMR (American Medical Response) on April 9, 2008. 

 
 
 
X. SET NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT 
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The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, April 15, 2008, 11:00 a.m. at Sharp 
Spectrum Auditorium, 8695 Spectrum Center Court, Kearny Mesa, San Diego. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted,                  

                                    
     

Merle Rupp, Board Secretary 
         County EMS  
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